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Excharcheia to instigate residents, drawing 
protests from teens who threw stones at 
them. The police responded by shooting 
Alexandros, inciting the uprising that has 
brought the Greek government to its knees 
and quickly spilled out across the rest of the 
world.

Within a half hour of the assassination, 
thousands of anarchists mobilized and 
attacked police stations with Molotov 
cocktails, rocks and other improvised 
weapons. By the end of the night, protesters 
filled the streets of every major city, targeting 
banks and chain stores in intense riots. The 
next day, students poured out of schools, 
organizing marches and demonstrations 
in the tens of thousands. The cops attacked 
the enraged youth with tear gas and other 
implements of social control, exacerbating 
their thirst for revenge.

By Dec. 8, the riots grew into an 
uprising as students occupied their 
schools, workers called a general strike and 
immigrants joined in on the streets. They 
continued to attack police and banks, but 
also government ministries, and in the 
evening, protesters torched Parliament’s 
massive Christmas tree in Athens. 

By Dec. 12, according to the New 
York Times, police had fired 4,600 tear gas 
canisters, exhausting their supply but failing 
to contain the protests. They had to order 
more tear gas from Israel. That weekend, 
though the world’s mainstream media 
reported “lulls” in the “riots,” the uprising 
became a general insurrection against the 
government, boldly declaring a new vision 
of society. 

While the anarchists find themselves at 
the helm of this insurrection, their influence 
swelling enormously, they make up only 
a fraction (albeit a large one) of those 
involved in the revolt. More importantly 
than the anarchists’ numbers, however, their 
ideas of self-determination, community 
power, freedom and economic justice 
have spread across the struggling populace 
in the form of strong anti-authoritarian 
sentiment, manifested in hundreds of calls 
for assemblies and strikes, and scrawled on 
thousands of banners and building-sides.  

On Dec. 13, residents occupying the 
Agios Dimtrios Town Hall in Athens held 
a popular assembly according to their call 
“to break through the silence, to take over 
our lives!” Students also began occupations 
of over 100 schools, adding their own 
assemblies to the hundreds forming in 
towns and cities. The assembly at the 
occupied Polytechnic University of Athens 
– a long-time center for anarchist organizing 
– released a statement announcing nightly 
meetings. 

“In the barricades, the occupations, the 
demonstrations and the assemblies, we 
keep alive the memory of Alexandros, but 
also...all the comrades who were murdered 
by the State...Our actions, our attempts are 
the living cells of the insubordinate free 
world that we dream, without masters and 
slaves, without police, armies, prisons and 
borders,” they said.

On Sunday, Dec. 14, rebels occupied 
four major radio stations and three stations 
in universities to broadcast their messages, 
cracking the capitalist media’s stranglehold 
on the truth and setting the tone for the 
weeks to come. Insurgents took over 
and operated dozens of media stations, 
spreading their ideas. According to a poll 
in the conservative paper Kathimerini that 
day, only 20 percent of respondents thought 
conservative Prime Minister Karamanlis 
could end the uprising, while even less (17 
percent) supported the Socialist opposition 
party. A Chicago Tribune article on the 
Kathimerini study said, “The most popular 
choice of those polled...was the option of 
‘nobody.’ By Sunday afternoon, there were 
jokes in Athens cafes about the appeal of 
Mr. Nobody.” At the end of the day, the 
youth occupied more than 400 schools. 
Banners read, “Greece is the birthplace of 
democracy. It will also die here.”

School occupations (estimated at 600 
on Dec. 15) and assemblies continued, and 
media occupations spread to the islands 
of Lesbos and Ioannina. The next day, 
anarchists burst into Greece's state-run 
news TV studio, interrupting the Prime 
Minister’s speech, holding up banners that 
read, "Stop watching, get out onto the 
streets." The Center for Strategic Anarchy 
reported that “a leaked police report 
revealed official fears that the current crisis 
will fuel a recruitment drive for Greece's 
anarchist movement.”

On Dec. 17, Athens awoke to two 
giant banners hanging from Acropolis 
Hill, and radical workers soon occupied the 
headquarters of the General Confederation 
of Workers in Greece. In their call, they 
accused the union bureaucrats of selling 
out the workers, denounced the media for 
“the myth that the workers were and are 
absent” from the insurrection, and called 
for the “self-organization of the workers” 
and a general strike. With the help of 
anarchists from the Polytechnic and the 
union bureaucrats trying to reclaim the 
building, the “Liberated Workers' Zone” 
held an “Open Workers' Assembly,” and 
long red and black banners hung from the 
roof down to the bottom of the four-story 
building.

In the city of Thessaloniki, anarchists 
raided a grocery chain and gave the food 
to the people at a nearby farmers’ market. 
According to Occupied London, a free 
anarchist journal in the UK, “the municipal 
radio of Tripoli, ‘Nea Tileorasi’ TV in 
Chania, Politeia FM in Sparta, and ‘Star 
FM’ and ‘Imagine 897 FM’ in Thessaloniki 
were occupied,” along with the “Labour 
Centre” union building in Patras.

Also that day, an unknown assailant 
shot another young protester, this time 
a 16-year-old student, the son of a 
union leader. The rebels responded with 
expected rage, with thousands protesting 
at Parliament and the French Institute in 
the next few days. Students’ banners read, 
"Their Terrorism Will Not Work." CNN 
reported, “At least 800 high schools and 
200 universities remain shut as thousands 

of youths have seized the grounds and 
campuses in protest.” 

A few days before Christmas, many 
of the rebels on the streets or in occupied 
buildings called for a break, promising to 
return to struggle on Jan. 9. For immigrant 
workers and others, however, another assault 
by the rich and powerful on the poor and 
struggling meant the rebellion would have 
no Christmas vacation.

On Dec. 22, Konstantina Kouneva, a 
militant syndicalist, general secretary of 
the cleaners’ union of Athens, and active 
feminist, was attacked by – what she and 
her comrades claim to be – agents of her 
bosses at Oikomet. The company has close 
ties to the Socialist Party and contracts 
cheap labor to banks, government buildings 
and the metro system. Kouneva, a Bulgarian 
immigrant, had been struggling to demand 
her fellow workers receive their Christmas 
bonuses. She was also very active in the 
Assembly of the Occupied General Workers’ 
Union, and had received a series of threats. 
The thugs assaulted her with vitriolic acid, 
which destroyed one of her eyes, threatened 
the other and her vocal chords, and put her 
in a coma. In response, her comrades held 
a protest on Dec. 26 outside Evangelismos 
hospital, attacking a police car with rocks. 
The next day, the Assembly for Solidarity 
to K. Kouneva occupied the headquarters 
of the state-owned Athens-Piraeus Electric 
Railway Company, which subcontracts to 
Oikomet, where Kouneva had worked. 

At midnight, as the New Year began, 
“hundreds of protesters gathered outside the 
central prison of the country in Koridallos, 
SW Athens,” according to Libcom.org, 
“where the majority of arrested insurgents 
are kept pending trial.” With fireworks, 
songs and chants, the protesters and the 
imprisoned reveled in shared solidarity. 
Meanwhile, in Athens center, the rebels 
again tried to attack the Syntagma Square 
Christmas tree, disrupting the Mayor’s 
celebration and forcing riot police to defend 
the tree. Marches in solidarity with arrested 
comrades occurred in Salonica and Chania 
Crete, and municipal Christmas trees were 
torched in Heraklion Crete and Larissa 
City. As Libcom.org reports, many more 
actions rang in the New Year of struggle: 
“A barrage of attacks against banks and 
state organizations rocked the country. 
According to the media, minutes after 
midnight, eight banks and four car expos in 
Salonica, and five banks, six shops and one 
mall in Athens torched down.” 

On Monday, Jan. 4, an armed assault 
on the riot police – claimed by the leftist 
urban guerrilla organization Revolutionary 
Struggle – left one officer dead in 
Excharcheia, where Grigoropoulos was 
shot on Dec. 6. State forces occupied the 
anarchist neighborhood and unleashed 
a massive wave of repression. The police 
closed the area’s bars, attacking patrons, 
harassing and questioning workers, and 
detaining 72 people. They surrounded and 
shut down the Polytechnic school for the 
next two days.  According to Libcom.org, 
after they released all 72 detainees for lack 
of evidence: “The police shifted its strategy 
of intimidation by arbitrarily breaking in[to] 
houses in the wider area and detaining 
scores of people based on their ideological 
profile as anarchists. Five of the detained 
have been since charged with ridiculous 
accusations of ‘arms possession’ for Swiss 
knives and decorative Chinese swords.” 

On Jan. 7, the police broke into 
the Excharcheia home of Stavroula 
Yannakopoulou, a lawyer who frequently 
defends radicals. The people of Excharcheia 
responded by organizing a march through 
their neighborhood against the police 
and what they called “the return of Nazi 
occupation.” 

On Jan. 9, the vacationing rebels kept 
their promise and 10,000 poured into 
Athens for a march. According to the Greek 
mainstream media, 8,000 police officers 
confronted the demonstration with tear 
gas and other weapons, and the protesters 
retreated to a university. 

Demonstrations and attacks on police 
stations occurred in Athens, Patras and 
Thessaloniki that day. Before most of 
the participants woke up, Kouneva’s 
comrades were busy ransacking her 
bosses’ headquarters in Thessaloniki. The 
headquarters of the Lawyers Association 
in Thessaloniki was occupied, and the city’s 
Labour Inspection Bureau was attacked 
in solidarity with Kouneva. In Athens, 
protesters outraged at the repression in 
Excharcheia, according to Libcom.org, 
occupied “the Municipal Cultural Center 
of Byronas...demanding total disarming 
of the police, immediate release of arrested 
insurgents, abolition of the anti-terrorist 
law, end of bosses terror...and an end to 
forest demolition for the construction of a 
bypass in the area.”

Also in Athens, radical journalists and 
other media workers occupied the Union of 
News Editors, transforming the reformist 
union’s building into a space to confront the 
capitalist media’s control on the truth. “We 
don’t fool ourselves about what the media, a 
crucial ideology apparatus of the State, will 
do to force the people to leave the streets 
and go home; they’ll do everything,” they 
said in a statement on Jan. 10. “Our main 
goal is to prevent the bosses from imposing 
their views about the events...”

Alongside this beautiful outpouring of 
revolutionary passion and determination 
has been Israel’s brutal occupation of Gaza. 
A Jan. 10 letter from the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine called on the 
Greek workers to prevent a shipment of 
US arms from the port of Astakos to Israel: 
“Three hundred and twenty-five 20-foot 
containers of ammunition, over 3,000 tons, 
in an emergency shipment of arms to aid 
the occupation in its ongoing war crimes 
against the Palestinian people in Gaza.” 
The next day, the Anti-Authoritarian 
Movement, the anti-war Internationalist 
Movement and the Astakos assembly 
issued a call for protesters to flood the port 
on Jan. 15. Only one day later, Jan. 12, the 
Greek government called off the shipment. 
Meanwhile, the rebellion continues.

From rebel media workers in the 
occupied Union of News Editors on Jan. 10: 
“The thousands of protesters that filled the 
streets in Greece on Friday, Jan. 9, proved 
that the fire of December won’t be put out, 
not by bullets and acid against activists, nor 
by the ideological terrorism spread by the 
media these last few days.”

With no end in sight, it seems that the 
Greek insurrection can only grow, while the 
government struggles to stay afloat. Though 
this uprising won’t likely bring a Greek 
revolution, it has brought tens of thousands 
into the anti-authoritarian movement and 
taught them how to fight in the streets, 
created thousands of popular assemblies as 
well as strengthened existing groups, and 
shown both the insurrectionary populace 
and the government and capitalists that the 
power truly does lie with the people. The 
Greek people have a taste for revolution, 
and their struggle against authority – one 
that has continued unabated for hundreds 
of years – can only continue. 

The uprising is the first proper response 
to the global recession, caused by the failure 
of capitalism and the mismanagement 
of governments. Already, workers and 
revolutionaries across the world are taking 
their cue, starting with solidarity demos 
at Greek consulates and spreading to the 
institutions of their own oppression. The 
shot fired on Dec. 6 has echoed across the 
globe. In some places there are ripples of 
discontent, while in others, vast seas of 
riot and rebellion. One thing is for sure: 
A brand-new Left was born in December 
and this New Year is ours. The power is 
swinging and the world will never be the 
same. Capital, beware; we are coming for 
you.  ’

A valuable interview: http://www.crimethinc.com/
blog/2008/12/25/how-to-organize-an-insurrection/

Greek protesters battle police in the streets of  Athens.

Greece from page 1
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Boston Anti-
Authoritarian 

Movement Update
By LAILA MURAD

In the past few months, members of 
Boston Anti-Authoritarian Movement 
(BAAM) have organized, supported and 
participated in various events. In late 
September, we tabled at the Boston Zine 
Fair and distributed hundreds of newsletters 
and pamphlets. We also raised money for 
mailing our NEAN outreach packets. We 
organized a NEAN outreach committee 
and mailing list, and sent dozens of outreach 
packets to different infoshops, collectives, 
etc. all around the Northeast.

Throughout the fall months, our 
members supported home-eviction 
blockades organized by City Life/Vida 
Urbana and have been staying updated 
for future actions. As November came 
to an end and Black Friday marked the 
beginning of the annual holiday consumer 
frenzy, BAAM hosted our annual Radical 
Caroling in a busy local shopping district.

We followed the uprisings in Greece 
and answered the calls for solidarity. BAAM 
organized two Greek Solidarity events: a 
demonstration at the Greek Consulate on 
Dec. 16 and a “Tour of State Repression 
Institutions” through the downtown area on 
Dec. 20. According to the Boston Globe and 
Boston Police Detective Andrew Creed, 
red paint was thrown on the consulate one 
night and its front gate was smashed at the 
Dec. 16 protest. 

We are in contact with a new comrade 
from Greece involved in the Athens Anti-
Authoritarian Movement and the Babylonia 
newspaper, we will be collaborating on 
Greek solidarity and media work in the 
future. Members of BAAM participated in 
Gaza solidarity events and plan to organize 
and attend future Palestinian and Gaza 
solidarity events.

BAAM has also continued to publish 
our monthly newsletter. We are offering 
mail subscriptions for $12-15 a year. 
The perfect present for your loved ones! 
Interested?

Contact Jake at: 
trenchesfullofpoets@riseup.net ’

Boston Anarchist 
Black Cross 

Boston Anarchist Black Cross regularly 
supports hundreds of prisoners by sending 
out literature, fulfilling research requests 
and maintaining pen pal correspondences. 
We keep up a $20 per month contribution 
to Jericho Boston's commissary fund, which 
goes toward meeting the material needs of 
political prisoners. 

We tabled at the Boston Zine Fair 
and distributed a great deal of prison 
abolitionist literature. We got out the 
word about Jericho's 10/10 march in New 
York City to free political prisoners and 
sent down about 10 people. Most of our 
collective turned out for a prison abolition 
strategy session hosted by Jericho Boston 
and Rising Tide Boston. We have turned 
out in support of City Life/Vida Urbana's 
eviction blockades, which have a 7-2 record 
in preventing the eviction of families.

In collaboration with other Anarchist 
Black Cross chapters, we collect entries for, 
produce and distribute a publication called 
Prison Action News, which is composed of 
submissions from prisoners detailing their 
efforts to fight back against oppressive 
conditions. The latest issue was released on 
January 1.

As part of our legal defense work, 
we send money to comrades in need and 
bail out comrades when situations arise. 
Recently, we have contributed to the defense 
funds for the Revolutionary Autonomous 
Communities in Los Angeles; their Nov. 8 
benefit show was raided, and its attendants 
were arrested and badly mistreated by 
police. 

We also contributed to the defense 
fund for Iraq Veterans Against the War, 
10 of whose members and five of whose 
supporters were arrested Oct. 15 in 

Hempstead, N.Y., when a police horse 
smashed the face of Sgt. Nick Morgan. We 
are pleased to report that charges against 
the Hempstead 15 have since been dropped, 
but Nick Morgan's face is still smashed and 
his medical bills are outrageous.

We had a Halloween benefit show to 
replenish our legal defense fund, but we 
are perpetually seeking more monetary 
resources.

If you want to support the prisoner 
support and legal defense work of Boston 
Anarchist Black Cross, you can send 
concealed cash or blank checks to:

Boston ABC
P.O. Box 230182
Boston, MA 02123 ’

IthAca Update
By RYAN CLOVER 
(Silent City Distro collective)

IthAca is staying warm this winter 
with a turbo boost of kick-ass projects and 
community building. While there are many 
exciting things happening around here in 
this small, hilly city, the anarchist folks (us) 
here at the local radical distro have some 
very specific updates from the Silent City. 
Read this like newsflash headlines. If you 
want more, you’re gonna have to get our zine.

“IthAca Zine!” is a radical publication of 
anarchist art, poetry, photos, essays, etc. We 
publish this zine every two months with 
a big celebration and benefit show. It has 
brought a whole bunch of new folks out of 
the woodwork! Our second issue is coming 
out in February and we're psyched. Order 
one today, or download it and print it out 
from http://silentcity.wordpress.com

Silent City Distro: We are celebrating 
our new office space on the Ithaca Commons. 
We just built a wooden structure and some 
new shelves, and stocked them full of 
awesome radical literature and newspapers. 
Along with the Intro to Anarchist Studies 
class and radical reading group, we will be 
holding regular office hours and operating 
a zine library. Anybody want to hook us up 
with a copy machine?

Storm Country Tour: Coming to a folk-
punk house near you starting in February, 
2009. IthAca is representing music from 
the Silent City this winter, and a group 
of local musicians are hitting the road to 
play music and spread inspiration and love 
to our comrades in the Northeast. We'll be 
touring from Ithaca to Syracuse, Rochester, 
Buffalo, Kent, Pittsburgh, DC, Philly, NYC, 
Boston, Providence, Portland, Montreal, 
Vermont, and Albany.  Did I miss anyone? 
Check the Distro Web site for links.

Ithaca Freeskool is still kicking ass 
with a variety of classes and skill-shares 
from around Ithaca. The next session 
begins in February and will most likely 
keep the energy through the winter.  
http://ithacafreeskool.wordpress.com

Natural gas companies have laid out 
the pipelines and legal groundwork to 
completely devastate Upstate New York 
and surrounding regions through drilling 
operations in the Marcellus Shale. They want 
to start horizontal drilling, using millions of 
gallons of clean water and creating massive 
amounts of irreversible contamination. Our 
lives are on the line. More info can be found 
at: www.shaleshock.org

SCIENCE FICTION vs. FANTASY...
Dance Off.  Who will it be? SHOWDOWN 
2009: It's about time. Come to Ithaca and 
show your stuff at this $5 benefit party. 
It will be on February 7, at 8 p.m. at the 
Silent City Distro Barricades, 115 E. MLK 
St. (the Commons), IthAca, NY, 14850. 
Contact us if you and your affinity group 
(for dancing!) need a place to stay. ’

From Rochester 
with Love!

Compiled by TED FORSYTH
Rochester Students for a Democratic 

Society has been very active in the past 
few months since forming. They’ve had at 
least two successful solidarity actions – one 
in support of the uprising in Greece and 
another for Oscar Grant, the young man 
of color who was murdered by Bay Area 
Rapid Transit police officers in Oakland, 
Calif. Currently, they are organizing a Do-
It-Yourself Festival and March 19 anti-war 
activities, among other events. 

Rochester Indymedia (R-IMC) 
recently put out a year-in-review feature 
that highlights 76 articles from local 
contributors, covering everything from 
animal rights to the Iraq war to the bailout. 
R-IMC also hosted a number of directors 
with their films this year: Hannah Dobbz 
with Shelter: A Squatumentary; Frank Lopez 
AKA “The Stimulator” from It’s the End of 
the World As We Know It and I Feel Fine with 
Ground Noise and Static; Helia Rasti and 
Jonathan Stribling-Uss with Shutdown: The 
Rise and Fall of DASW; and Mara Ahmed 
with The Muslims I Know. IndyTV, R-IMC’s 
cable access TV show, has completed over 
25 shows since it started last year. The 
collective is working on putting out a print 
edition of the Web site.

Rochester Food Not Bombs (FNB) is 
continuing to serve the community through 
consistent meal shares and local events. 
During the winter, FNB has to get creative 
to share meals as blustery/snowy evenings 
make for poor serving times outside. This 
year, the anti-war storefront on Monroe 
Ave. has opened its doors to the group 
as a fall-back on those not-so-nice days. 
The group is also moving forward to put 

together a cook zine, record oral histories 
of the current chapter (now over 2 1/2 years 
old), as well as expand and offer assistance 
to others who would like to start a Food 
Not Bombs in their neighborhood.

The Anarchist/Anti-authoritarian 
Reading Group continues. We meet 
once a month and are currently finishing 
a discussion on Peter Kropotkin’s The 
Conquest of Bread. 

The IWW-Rochester is currently 
looking for an identity. One direction that 
might bare fruit is an organizing training 
offered by the national. This is in the works. 
Also, as a way to meet and greet with 
the community, the group is going to be 
screening the film Wobblies at the end of 
March.

Rochester anti-war activists are 
attempting a paradigm shift in organizing 
for the sixth anniversary of the illegal 
invasion and occupation of Iraq through 
the use of a spokescouncil. In previous years 
of organizing for March 19, activists and 
other concerned individuals have generally 
come to meetings hosted by larger anti-war 
organizations in which decision-making 
processes, goal setting, and strategy and 
tactics were usually directed by those 
organizations, and other organizations 
were asked to join the effort and subsume 
their autonomy. So far, there have been 
three meetings with at least 15 different 
organizations present and somewhere 
between 20-30 folks present. The group 
uses a hybrid of consensus and direct-
democracy for decision-making.

Critical Mass still meets on the last 
Friday of the month at the Liberty Pole in 
downtown Rochester at 6 p.m. They ride 
regardless of weather conditions – rain, shine, 
sleet or snow. Numbers decline substantially 
in the winters, but still they ride!  ’ 

Reports
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Thursday, Feb. 5:
Republic Windows and Doors victory tour. 
6:30PM - 9:00p.m. at 150 Mount Vernon St, 
Dorchester, Mass. This will be a community forum 
with some of  the sit-in strikers from Republic 
Windows & Doors in Chicago.

Saturday, Feb. 7:
Silent City presents Fantasy vs. Sci-Fi party. 
Silent City Distro is celebrating the release of  the 
new issue of  IthAca Zine with a kick-ass dance party 
and contest. DJs. Food. Radical literature. Matches. 
Patches. Etc.  8p.m. at 115 E. MLK St., Ithaca, N.Y. 
www.silentcitydistro.org

Saturday, Feb. 14:
Valentine’s Day: Break up with Bank of 
America. Join Rising Tide Boston in demanding 
that Bank of  America stop its funding of  the 
dirty and deadly coal industry and demanding, in 
solidarity with City Life/Vida Urbana, that the bank 
stop its unjust foreclosures and evictions of  working 
families. Closing your account with Bank of  America 
is an important step in bringing closure to this 
unhealthy relationship. In Boston, we are planning 
a day of  coordinated bank account closures 
in at least two locations, and are encouraging 
people in other places to organize something 
similar with a national call to action. Contact:  
valentinesday@risingtideboston.org

Tuesday, Feb. 17:
Anarchists Against the Wall and Noam 
Chomsky will speak at the Unitarian Church in 
Cambridge at 7 p.m. The address is 3 Church St. in 
Harvard Square, Cambridge, MA.

Friday, Feb. 20:
Pittsburgh Organizing Group (POG) is 
holding its annual Anarchist Ball on Friday, 
Feb. 20, 7-11p.m. at the Machine Age Space in 
Pittsburgh. This year's theme: "Set the Night on Fire 
(no, really)." This annual all-ages dance is open 
to all friends of  POG. $10 donation goes toward 
supporting POG's activities. Refreshments, cheesy 
photography and raffle prizes! Dress to impress! 
There is no dress code. DJs for the evening include 
DJ Sean MC, Jenny Jihad, DJ Thermos and Mary 
Mack. RSVP requested but not required. Contact:  
pog@mutualaid.org

Saturday, Feb. 28: 
Anarchists Against the Wall will speak at the 
University of  Pittsburgh, David Lawrence Hall room 
121 at 7p.m. 

Monday, March 2: 
Mass Non-Violent Climate Change Action. 
12:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. at the Capitol Coal Plant, 
East St. SE @ New Jersey Ave. SE, Washington, D.C.  
http://capitolclimateaction.org

Thursday, March 19: 
Sixth anniversary of Iraq War invasion. 
Protests in most major cities; check with your local 
anarchists or start your own! 

Saturday, April 11: 
Third annual New York City Anarchist 
Bookfair. A one-day exposition of  books, zines, 
pamphlets, art, film/video and other cultural 
and very political productions of  the anarchist 
scene worldwide, at Judson Memorial Church in 
Manhattan. To contact the NYC Anarchist Book 
Fair Organizing Collective to volunteer, make a 
donation or get more information, e-mail us at  
info@anarchistbookfair.net. www.anarchistbookfair.net/

Saturday, April 18:
F.A.D.G.E. Fest! FADGE (or Feminism, 
Autonomy, Diversity and Gender Expression) 
is a female-positive day of  workshops, art and 
music. This year's festival focuses on the female 
as a whole person, body and mind. Workshops 
will cover diverse topics such as self-defense, art 
therapy, sexual violence and body image. There 
will be live music throughout the day as well as art 
vendors. This event is for all ages and genders. Your 
$10 donation will benefit a local women's shelter. 
Noon - 11:00p.m. at the Charter Oak Cultural 
Center in Hartford, Conn. For more information 
please visit www.myspace.com/fadgefest or write  
ctcntfest@gmail.com

Sat. & Sun., April 25 & 26: 
IMF/World Bank Meeting, Washington D.C. 
Details TBA, but save the date.

Sat. & Sun., May 16 & 17:
Montreal's 10th Annual Anarchist Bookfair at 
the CEDA, 2515 Delisle, a short walk from Lionel-
Groulx metro). Part of  the month-long Festival of  
Anarchy, throughout the month of  May 2009 at 
venues and locations all over the island of  Montreal. 
The Montreal Anarchist Bookfair – and month-long 
Festival of  Anarchy – brings together anarchist 
ideas and practice, through words, images, music, 
theater and day-to-day struggles for justice, dignity 
and collective liberation.
The bookfair is as much for people who don't 
necessarily consider themselves anarchists 
but are curious about anarchism, as it is a 
space for anarchists to meet, network and 
share in a spirit of  respect and solidarity. All are 
welcome. The bookfair principles are linked here:  
http://www.anarchistbookfair.ca/en/node/4

TBA, this Spring:
Northeast Anarchist Network assembly.  
Date, location and schedule yet to be confirmed. 
For announcements about the assembly or 
for general announcements throughout the 
northeast, subscribe to the NEAN listserv at  
http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/anetwork or visit 
http://www.neanarchist.net

A Steel City Revolts 
with Launch of New 

Anarchist Publication
By MARIE SKOCZYLAS 
a member of POG

This fall, Pittsburgh Organizing 
Group (POG) launched its quarterly print 
publication, Steel City Revolt! The first issue 
is packed with 48 pages of anarchist-related 
articles on events, theory, analysis and 
culture. Members shared their thoughts on 
voting (or not voting) and the movement’s 
relationship to electoral politics, personal 
reflection on the $700 billion bailout and 
the broader financial crisis, and memories 
from the streets in Seattle in 1999 during 
the World Trade Organization shutdown. 

As the bottom-liners for Sector 1 of 
the blockade strategy at the Republican 
National Convention protests in St. 
Paul, Minn., POG members document 
their stories from the demonstrations in 
September. One story is by a POG member 
who blockaded an intersection for over an 
hour by using a cement lockbox to attach 
himself to the steering wheel of a car. 

The issue contains an overview of 
local labor struggles at Equitable Gas, 
Verizon and Pittsburgh Port Authority, 
where management recently announced its 
intention to impose a contract on workers 
setting the stage for a possible transit strike 
(that was narrowly averted in the end). 

The inaugural issue also includes 
information on the construction of I-69 – 
the free trade “Superhighway to Hell” – and 
resistance to it, the successful struggle for 
an imprisoned Spanish anarchist’s freedom, 
radical gifting ideas in preparation for the 
holidays, a book review and updates on 
anarchist resistance around the world. 

POG is hoping to use the Steel City 
Revolt! as a much-needed forum for local 
anarchist news and analysis, as well as an 
ongoing fundraising effort to support 
its work throughout the year. Members 
are distributing this first issue far and 
wide, hoping to secure subscriptions for 
subsequent issues. Would you like a copy or 
a subscription? Contact pog@mutualaid.org.

Although the creation and launch of the 
SCR! kept members busy throughout the 
fall, POG also managed to put on another 
Tactical Training Initiative workshop 
(“An Introduction to Global Political 
and Economic Frameworks”); to hold 
an orientation for new members; to steal 
away for a retreat in the woods; to work on 
deconstructing interconnected oppressions 
with a potluck/reading/discussion on 
anti-racism in global justice and anti-
war organizing; and to march with fellow 
NEAN members in New York City in 
October to demand freedom for all political 
prisoners and prisoners of war on the 10th 
anniversary of the first Jericho march.

For more POG news and upcoming 
events, visit www.organizepittsburgh.org. ’

Wooden Shoe 
Talking Changes 
in Tough Times

By JAMES GENERIC
The Wooden Shoe Books collective 

has been engaged in discussions about 
restructuring and revamping our 
organization. We are talking about 
restructuring the Wooden Shoe from 
being an all-volunteer, one-tiered 
collective to being a two-tiered workers’ 
collective with paid collective members 
and volunteers (along the model of 
Baltimore’s Red Emma's). 

The only way we could do this would 
be to expand from being just a bookstore 
into being something bigger, such as a 
cafe/bookstore. That's not really possible 
in the place we currently are; over the 
years, it's become abundantly clear that 
any reforms, tweaks, attempts at changing 
the culture, anti-oppression trainings, 
discussions on the culture or even large-
scale business changes become quite 
impossible as a 50-person collective with 
decent turnover. 

By six months to a year later, turnover 
undoes any of those changes. If we're 
really lucky, changes sometimes last 
longer, but overall, it's very frustrating 
for long-term members of the collective 
to have to reinvent the wheel constantly 
because of the high turnover; not being 
clear on who is committed and who is 
not; and not being able to choose who 
makes up the decision-making group. In 
the end, it all comes back to structure.

The planning committee has met five 
times. First, we brainstormed what the 
new structure would look like and came 
up with some ideas. Then we sat down 
with members of Red Emma's and picked 
their brains for about an hour and a half 
for details of how their program operates. 
Red Emma’s has a fascinating model that 
keeps them from spending more on wages 
than they make. 

At Wooden Shoe, we now have nine 
people on the planning committee, up 
from the original six that first came 
together. Collective members keep asking 
how to get involved with this process, so 
I'm pretty sure it's going forward. It's 
exciting, although we know there is a lot 
of work ahead.

Our next steps are to come up with 
a detailed and well thought-out business 
plan/manifesta/constitution/bylaws 
(whatever you want to call it), have 
a retreat in February, and try to get a 
consensus on it. After that, it would be 
pedal to the metal to find a new space and 
get it set up before September 2009. ’

Above: Copies of  Steel City Revolt!, the new publication from the Pittsburgh Organizing Group

Events

SKILLSHARES

   general   
Direct Action 101•	
Know Your Rights•	
Security Culture•	
Facilitation & Consensus•	
Anarchist Labor & •	
Community Organizing
Anarchy for Beginners•	

   Specialized   
Health & Safety at  •	
Militant Demonstrations
Affinity Group Medic•	
Chemical Weapons & Police Tactics•	
Direct Action 201•	
Radical Menstruation/Demystifying •	
Lady Bits
Consent & Radical Relationships•	
Men Can Stop Rape•	
PGP & Electronic Security•	
Corporate Campaigning•	
Grassroots Disaster Relief•	
Climate Justice 101•	

Offered free from the 
Northeast Anarchist 

Network

MORE INFO: WWW.NEANARCHIST.NET/SKILLSHARES


