

















Upstate Drilling from page 1

The breakdown of communities and
local economies is not far behind all this
as neighbors blame each other and the
land becomes unfit for farming, tourism,
hunting, etc.

Resistance
Shaleshock Action Alliance is a

decentralized, grassroots, consensus-based
environmental justice organization.

As small town people in rural areas, we
face this looming threat knowing that we
can't afford to isolate ourselves. The severity
of the devastation compels us to implement
adiversity of tactics. Shaleshock puts on film
screenings, hosts speakers, prints literature,
lobbies elected officials, organizes grassroots
water testing, works the regulatory channels,
works with other groups, designs and hosts
trainings and classes, and scrambles for
legal footing to buy time. And new projects
keep sprouting.

As a tactic, we also use what are called
listening projects, in which locals are asked
about their connections to the area, their
values, and what experiences, thoughts
and opinions they have with regards to
gas drilling issues. Listening projects are
not a new idea; they are currently used in
organizing against mountain-top removal
in Appalachia and were used extensively by
groups critical of nuclear weapons and U.S.
foreign policy during the 1980s.

In Upstate New York, we go door to
door in the areas that are to be drilled first
(those closest to pipelines) and listen to
what folks have to say. We have literature if
people want it, but we try not to proselytize.
Through this process, we become clearer
communicators and gain a ground-level
understanding of the complexity of this
issue in the microcosm of small-town life.

Fortuna’s test site in Troy, PA — one of several horizontal
Marcellus wells concentrated in a small area.

Listening projects reveal unlikely
alliances, challenge stereotypes, provide
information for other organizing, show
us our blind spots, identify allies and
inform our actions with a community-
based perspective. Listening projects
require listening skills, emotional I1.Q.
and the humility to hear people out. If
we, as anarchists, wish to connect with
communities, we’ll need more activities like
this informing our work.

We have also made use of innovative
facilitation methods during community
discussions such as “world cafés” — a
conversational process meant to connect
people, groups and networks —to make things
more participatory and self-organizational,
and to take conversations deeper.

For more information, please visit
Shaleshock.org and  TheWorldCafe.
com. Wed also like to give props
to Rising Tide North America at
www.risingtidenorthamerica.org.«"

March to Pentagon from page 9

While the liberals squeezed their way
around the ends of the APOC blockade,
we argued about whether to make a move
against a nearby office building. Police
presence was minimal, but the same dynamic
that had hobbled us before struck again.
However, as we closed ranks to continue
marching, there was a sound of shattering
glass, and a masked figure dashed back into
the crowd, pursued by cries of "Provocateur!
Provocateur!" A first-floor window had
suddenly acquired a large hole.

Further along, Virginia state cops in
full riot gear lined the road on each side,
prompting chants of "This is what a police
state looks like!" Behind them were a
couple of guys dressed for a black bloc but
apparently confused about which side of
the line the protest was on. As we jeered
and chanted, one of them pulled down
his mask and glared at us defiantly. A
colleague quickly summoned him behind a
pillar, presumably for a quick refresher on
the meaning of the word "covert," but he
reappeared a little later, still sans mask.

Top: Protestors. Bottom: Cops and protestors. Photos by Isis.
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At the end of the route, the liberals in
front attempted to deliver a symbolic coffin
to the headquarters of General Dynamics,
a large defense contractor. A standoff with
the cops ensued in a small courtyard in front
of the building. The situation eventually
calmed down and nobody was arrested, but
for a while it looked like an ideal spot for
anarchists to avoid, especially after someone
who hadn't been in the black bloc popped
up among us, loudly proclaiming the virtues
of mass arrests as a protest tactic.

I went home shortly after that, but not
before the liberals took their inadvertent
revenge. A chorus of Code Pinkers, laboring
under the twin delusions that reformism
can work and that they knew how to sing,
belted out classic protest songs, including an
absolutely butchered rendition of “Bella Ciao.”

All in all, not withstanding a few
bright spots, the day was one of missed
opportunities. The poorly defended office
buildings near the APOC blockade in
particular were a perfect opening for an
enraged mob of thousands to wreak enough
havoc to get the attention of the ruling elite.
But, of course, we didn't have an enraged
mob. All we had was a day-tripping liberal mob,
surrounding and mostly neutralizing a handful
of frustrated and intimidated anarchists.

In this respect, our march was a
microcosm of the anti-war movement
overall. For the last six years, liberal anti-
war activists have focused exclusively on
officially sanctioned tactics while excluding
anything resembling direct action. This
might have been defensible in late 2002,
but after over half a decade of complete
tutility there is no excuse left for doing the
same thing over and over and expecting
a different result. The insurrection in
Greece that began last December, as well
as the anti-G20 and anti-NATO protests
more recently, have shown what can be
accomplished when large masses of people

| get angry enough to break things. But until

the anti-war movement is willing to resist
the war instead of merely protesting it, they
will continue to play into the hands of the
war criminals.

Remember, it's not civil disobedience if

you do everything they tell you.#
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Events

Fri., May 29

(Boston) Protest John Kerry with UMASS
Boston Students Against Occupation at
the UMASS Boston Commencement. John Kerry
supports the Israeli Occupation of Palestine and the
apartheid walll 3p.m., on the Campus Center front
lawn, UMASS Boston, 100 Morrissey Boulevard. We
are meeting at the UMASS Boston Campus Center
entrance. More info here: http://www.facebook.
com/event. php?eid=90098467392.

Wed., June 3 - Sat., June6

(Pittsburgh) Working Class Studies History
Conference. Of special note, June 5 panels: “New
Frontiers in Anarchist History” and “Anarchist
Theory Past and Present.” June 6 panels: “History of
Anarchism” and “Anarchist History: An Appreciation
of the Life, Work and Legacy of Paul Avrich (1931-
2006).” www.workingclassstudies.pitt.edu.

Thurs., June 4

(Cambridge) No Layoffs Campaign pickets
Harvard students’ commencement. Harvard
isn't broke, they shouldn’t be laying off workers!
Meet at noon at the Holyoke Center, 1350 Mass Ave.
harvardnolayoffs.blogspot.com.

Sat., June 6

(Pittsburgh) McKees Rocks Strike Centennial
Panel Discussion, 10 a.m. Ryan Arts Center, McKees
Rocks, Penn. John Makar will represent the McKees
Rocks Historical Society. Evan Wolfson will represent
the Pittsburgh General Membership Branch of the IWW.
Many other exciting and knowledgeable presenters.

(Ontario) Common Cause presents Hamilton's 2nd
Annual Anarchist Bookfair. 10a.m. - 4p.m. Westdale High
School 700 Main St. West, Hamitton, ON. Free lunch by Food
Not Bombs. Free child care provided. Confirmed workshops
include: Life Under Occupation — with Jamila Ghaddar
(Palestinian Human Rights Activist) and Tom Keefer (Non-
Native activist organizing in the Six Nations struggle).

(Boston) Anarchist picnic and reading group.
Join BAAM, NEFAC Boston and the Sacco and Vanzetti
Commemoration Society at 1p.m. at the Jamaica Plain
Arboretum. Picnic and reading group from 1-3p.m.
Games and sports from 3-5p.m. BAAMBoston.org

(Allentown) Demonstration against the
Dept. of Homeland Security Act. The presence
of Bush’s Dept. of Homeland Security sets precedent
for tortured confessions, esp. of politcal prisoners
such as Herman Bell and Jalil Bottom (Muntaquim)
of the San Francisco 8. At 5th St. & Hamilton St. in
front of the federal building. 2p.m. - 6p.m.

Thurs., June 11 - Sat., Junel3

(Philadelphia) Trans Health Conference, Different
Paths, One Journey. www.trans-health.org.

Sat., June 13 - Sat., Aug. 15

(Syracuse) THEPOWER OF REVOLT: Grassroots
Resistance in Oaxaca. Exhibit of photographs
from the Oaxaca, Mexico resistance movement. Film
screenings, panel discussions and presentation from
Solidarity Without Borders 2008 Mexico Delegation
will accompany exhibit. ArtRage Gallery, Syracuse
(505 Hawley Ave.), opening reception Sat., June 13,
7-9p.m. www.artragegallery.org.

Sat., June 20

(Pittsburgh) Really Really Free Market. Allegheny
Commons in the North Side, rain or shine, noon to 5 pm.

Wed., July 8 - Fri., July 10

G8 Summit in Italy, solidarity protests worldwide.

Mon., July 20 - Sun., July 26

(Pittsburgh) Crimethinc Convergence. wwcrimethinc.com

Wed., July 15

Noreaster #6 Deadline

Issue #6 of The Nor’easter, Fall 2009, wil
tentatively be released in late August. Contact the
Nor’easter Collective to pitch a story by July 15.
Event submission deadline is August 15.

Sat., Aug. 1

(Pittsburgh) POG Fifth Annual Anarchist Picnic.
1p.m. to 6p.m. Overlook Shelter, Schenley Park.
Pittsburgh Organizing Group pog@mutualaid.org
www.organizepittsburgh.org

Thurs., Aug. 6

(Philadelphia) 2009 Northeast APOC
Summer Conference. Details TBA. Conference
will be geared more toward Radical People of
Color (with anti-authoritarian tendencies) in the
Northeastern part of the United States of America,
but all other interested RADPOC are welcome.

Sat., Aug. 22

(Pittsburgh) Centennial of “Bloody Sunday.”
11 a.m. Memorial March from the Bottoms to Presston
(McKees Rocks) —march with the Pittsburgh IWW! Noon:
Dedication of State Historical Marker. 1 p.m. Community
Potluck with music by Mike Stout and The Human Union.

Sun., Aug. 23

(Boston) Sacco and Vanzetti Memorial March.
Join the Sacco and Vanzetti Commemoration Society
for the forth annual march to remember the fallen
[talian anarchist workers, and to continue their
struggle for revolution. No Deportations, No State
Repression! www.SaccoandVanzetti.org

Last Saturday of Every Month

(Aliston) Really, Really Free Market in Ringer Park.

Every Saturday

(Philly) The People’s Movie Night Wooden
Shoe Books 508 S. 5th St. Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-413-0999  sabot@woodenshoebooks.com
www.woodenshoebooks.com

Every Friday

(Ithaca) Intro To (A)narchist Studies 101.
6 pm. @ Silent City Distro. Curious about
Anarchism? This is the place for you. Every week
we read short articles, chapters or ‘zines as a
group and have discussion. In the most simplistic
definition, Anarchism means no government. This is
a class where we explore the vast realm of anarchist
studies. Theory, history, action, folklore, art, etc. ..

Every Sunday

(Ithaca) Radical Reading Circle. 6 pm. @ Silent
City Distro. Every Sunday a group gathers at the Distro
Zine Library space to discuss the latest book or ‘zine.
Herbal Teas are provided. Dress your Sunday best!

GET THE WORD 0L

The Nor’easter hopes to provide a venue for groups
throughout the region to share news, events, analysis

and organizin?
from local to

efforts. Any and all events are welcome,
obal; from meetings, demonstrations and

workshops, to conferences, parties and anything else
that may be going on!

Send any events to noreaster@neanarchist.net.

Events can also be posted on the Northeast Anarchist
Network Web site. For more information, event listing or
to post events, visit www.neanarchist.net/event.



